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Post-Christian Furopel

This past January, a couple of articles from the USA
TODAY caught my attention!
e January 9" “Is God Dead in Europe: and
what that might mean for America”
e January 31% ‘“Italian Atheist Sues Priest
Over Jesus’ Existence”

Maybe you thought most European missionaries
were speaking in hyperboles... think again!

a civil suit against the priest citing an Italian anti-
fraud law designed to target advertisements that
make unrealistic health or beauty claims. The priest
simple wrote in a church newsletter that Jesus was
born in Bethlehem to a couple named Mary and
Joseph and that he lived in Nazareth.”

First of all, this really gives a new spin on the old
line, “If you were accused for being a Christian,
would there be enough
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My point...
Europe could care less!

Second, imagine your pastor getting dragged into
court over false advertisement! How embarrassing!
And to heighten the insult, lump him in the mix of
wacko ads which boast of unrealistic health and
beauty claims... weight loss, sexual potency etc...


http://www.kenmorris.org/

While T agree that the transformation made in the
life of anyone who truly believes in Jesus Christ will
be evidenced in both health and beauty, it is
shocking and angering to imagine the Church being
lumped in with the fraudulent hucksters that appear
on late-night TV shopping channels! I suppose my
point is, in terms of real credibility in Western
Europe, Christianity has been removed from the top-
shelf! Let’s continue with the article...

"The court will have to decide whether the
statements were indeed fraudulent... One retired
professor commented, 'The court will have to make a
Judgment about the existence of Christ. As far as I
know, no court has ever been required to do such a
thing.””

play at our local schools... In Europe, we must be
careful to use “conditional language”. What is
“conditional language”?  Language that is vague
and generic. Sermons that are politically correct,
tolerant, and neutral. Useless! Again, can you
imagine the dressing down Peter and John received
from the authorities in Acts 4 after a known cripple
had been miraculously healed?

"By what power, or by what name, have you
done this?”

If ever there was an antithesis to “conditional
language” read Peter’s reply...  Peter, filled with a
boldness that can only be attested to the Holy Spirit,
gave a reply that is so far removed from vague and

generic! “Be it known
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Of course they haven't, that's
because we safely have
assumed its universal
acceptance and we have a
nice clause of freedom of
religion and separation
between church and state...
In other words, the
government will not interfere
with the right to worship...
This really puts a new insight
to the Gospel of John chapter
9 where the blind man is
healed by Jesus and
subsequently brought before
the Pharisees!
“How were your eyes opened?”
“How can a man that is a sinner do such
miracles?”
“What did he do to you, how did he open your
eyes?”

The whole climate of the text is one of trying to
disprove, discredit what had clearly and openly been
a miracle! May God help us to turn the climate of
the court room of this world around - With
overwhelming and unsettling evidence that Jesus
Christ is alive, victorious, and actively performing
miracles of all variety today! But let's continue with
the article...

"One official noted, if the plaintiff is successful, the
church will be forced to use conditional language
when writing about faith-based issues for the
public.”

Well, this is almost too obvious to comment on...
Here in Texas, we're struggling for the right to keep
manger scenes on the court house lawn or a nativity

The Forum

Is God dead in Europe?

(And what might that mean for America?)

unto you...by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth...”
Wouldn't you have hated
to be the opposition to
" Peter and John that day?
. They must have been
cringing! Vs, 15 states
-~ that they commanded
- them to go outside while
. they conferred among
. themselves...  Of course
- they did! They were
. reeling from the boldness
of speech and the glaring
evidence of proof that was

~ before their eyes! They
had to secretly regroup from the lack of “conditional
language” used by these men. I'm preaching
now...so I'll stop!

My point is, George Barna claims that 87% of
Americans believe God created the universe. We
take this for granted. Membership in the Atheist
Society is dwindling! But in European context,
nothing is taken for granted! Everything is held up
for objection and proof! To some this may appear
intimidating! What if God doesn’t show up? Most
can already picture a Elijah vs. Prophets of Baal
showdown coming... And in a sense this is exactly
what is needed in Western Europe! Either God is
real and ready to show Himself strong... or let’s fold
and join the prophets of Baal!

Allow me to close with a quote from Greg Mundis,
the European Regional Director.  “Despite its
affluence, sophistication and culture, Europe today is
post-Christian. For 200 years, godless ideologies
have impacted Europe’s ancient religious context.
While there was a time when “Christian” and
“European” were almost synonymous, the “isms” of



Marxism, Communism, nihilism, atheism and
materialism have had a devastating influence. Most
of today’s generation in Europe does not know
Christ. Europeans not only need another
Reformation... they need re-evangelization. Many
recognize Jesus as a historical figure, but few look to
him for spiritual guidance. The two world wars,
post-modernism and Enlightenment have devastated
their faith. Today, many Europeans are moving
beyond indifference to an openly recognizable
spiritual hunger...”

Please join with us in prayer for all our European
missionaries! Many are working in countries which
are openly hostile to the Christian message. None of
these things should move us from our firm belief
that God is a God Who answers by fire!l A fresh
move of the Spirit of God could quickly ignite the
dry, barren fields of Europe again. It is our prayer
that God would continue to speak to people all
across the church to pray — give — go back into the
fields of Europe! Let's see the “waste places” of old
Christian Europe become once again “watered
garden”. (Isaiah 58)

Website Under Redevelopment!

Many have long given up on getting anything new
off our old website... I think the only “hits” we were
getting were those looking for pictures of what Ken
and Jeanie looked like 10 years ago! Well, all that is
about to change! We are currently working hard to
give kenmorris.org a major renovation making it
much more current and interactive... Thanks for
clicking by!

Missionary Miracle Mode!

We have officially entered into the Missionary Miracle
Mode! This is that wonderful — comfortable position
of being up against the wall concerning our budget!
The only escape being God once again stepping in
and providing a miracle!

Jeanie and I currently live in the “missionary
compound” located here in Desoto. These are
homes provided for North Texas District missionaries
when they arrive home for furlough. They are fully
furnished and the rent is cheap! Currently, every
duplex is filled with a missionary family... and every
missionary family needs about $3,000 — $4,000 in
additional monthly pledges to return to their field of
labor! You're asking the question, ‘Is missions work
getting more expensive?’ The answer is YES! But
the alternative is not an option for the Church. One
man put it this way, ‘We dont have a money

problem... there is plenty out there... we have a time
problem! The time it takes to get our missionaries
back into their fields of labor.

e Our cash budget has been set for us at
$40,000!
Wow...that's a lot of money. In short, we have to
raise 4 years worth of expenses up front.

e Our monthly pledge budget has
increased by $3,000!
This is due to the high cost of living, exchange rate
and increased work budget which will enable us to
plant our second church.

When we say it is a miracle moment, we mean that
even if we booked every Sunday & Wednesday night
from now until June and received offerings of excess
of $2,000 each, we would still fall short! God has
got to come through! Please join us in prayer!
We told a young congregation back in Scotland we
would be back by June! The interim pastor will be
leaving in June! If I did not believe in the God Who
supplies all our needs according to His riches in
glory... I would be a very nervous missionary. Your
prayer and consideration are appreciated!
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